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English Overview EYFS 2026/27

Reception

Introduce Values : Imagination Traditional Tale Animals: Poetry Identity (ready
Character Courage Understanding for transition)
Waypoints (Starting School) of the World
Possible Possible Possible Possible Possible outcomes | Possible
outcomes outcomes outcomes outcomes outcomes
Whole school text Rhyming words
Initial sounds Captions using Captions Captions Digraphs and Story mapping
CVC words phase 2 phonics Phase 3 phonics Application of trigraphs (phase 3) Writing sentences

Innovate the story

phase 2 and 3
phonics
Innovate the story

Dictated sentences

Innovated text

Core text - Owl
Babies by Martin
Waddell

Jaelk @mnel Jl

Core text -
Whatever Next by
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Core text- My Pet
Star by Corinne
Averiss

Core text
Out and About by
Shirley Hughes
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Core text
Rainbow Fish by
Marcus Pfister
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Supporting texts-
Too Green by
Sumana
Seeboruth, Don’t
Worry Little Crab
by Chris Haughton

Supporting texts-
Jill Murphy
collection, The
Dark by Lemony
Snicket, The Owl
who was Afraid of
the Dark

Supporting texts-
Fairytale Classics

Supporting texts-
The Bog Baby by
Jeanne Willis,

The Boy Who Lost
His Bumble by
Trudi Esberger

Supporting texts-
Out and About by
Shirley Hughes

Supporting texts-
| Like Myself! by
Karen Beaumont,
Meesha Makes
Friends by Tom
Percieval, The
Colour Monster by
Anna Llenas
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Story
top
texts

Whole School
Text
Jack and Jill
Leaf Man
Handa’s
Surprise
Sulwe
Pumpkin Soup
Funnybones

Owl Babies
Night
Monkey/Day
Monkey
5 Minutes Peace
Non-Fiction -
Science in
Action
The Nativity
The Jolly
Postman
The Queen’s
Present

Little Red Riding
Hood
Meet the
Weather
We’re Going on
a Bear Hunt
The Great Race
And Tango
makes 3
Listening with
my heart

Elmer
Mr Wolf’s
Pancakes
The Ugly 5
One Day on our
Blue Planet
Dear Zoo
What the
ladybird heard

Think Big!
Doctorsaurus
Jabari Tries
Astrogirl

Mr Gumpy’s
Outing
Hey Grandude!
The Train Ride
Astro Girl
Emma Jane’s
Aeroplane
Please don’t
chat to the bus

driver
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SCHOOL

Communlcation and Language

Listening, Attention and Understanding

Listen attentively and respond to what they hear with relevant questions,
comments and actions when being read to and during whole class
discussions and small group interactions.

Make comments about what they have heard and ask questions to clarify
their understanding.

Held conversation when engaged in back-and forth exchanges with their
teacher and peers.

Speaking

Participate in small group, class and one-to-one discussions, offering their
own ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary.

Offer explanations for why things might happen, making use of recently
introduced vocabulary from stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems when
appropriate.

Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences wsing full
sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and making
use of conjunctions, with modelling and support from their teacher.

Talk abeut the lives of the people around them and their roles in seciety.
Enow some similarities and differences between things in the past and
now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class.
Understand the post through settings, characters and events encountered
in books read in class and storytelling.

Deseribe their immediate environment using knowledge from ohservarion,
discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps.

Know some similarities and differences between different religious and
cultural communities in this country, drawing on their experiences and
what has been read in cass.

Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and
life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from steries, nonfiction texts
and — when apprepriate — maps.

Explere the natural world arcund them, making observations and drawing
pictures of animals and plants.

Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around
them and contrasting envirenments, drawing on their experiences and
what has been read in class.

Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world
around them, including the seasons and changing states of matter.

Personal, Soclal and Emotional Development

Self-Regqulation

*  Show an understanding of their own feelings and those of others, and begin to regulate
their behaviour accordingly.

. Set and work towards simple goals, being able to wait for what they want and contrel
their immediate impulses when appropriate.

® Give forused attention to what the teacher says, responding appropriately even when
engaged in activity, and show an ability to follow instructions involving several ideas or
actions

Managing Self

*  Be confident to try new activities and show independence, resilience and perseverance in
the face of challenge.

. Explain the reasons for nules, know right from wrong and try to behave accordingly.

#  Manage their own basic hygiene and personal needs, including dressing, going ta the
toilet and understanding the impertance of healthy feod choices.

Building Relationships

& Work and play cooperatively and take turns with others

*+  Form positive artachments to adults and friendships with peers.

. Show sensitivity to their own and to ethers’ needs.

Mego

Motor Skills
tiare space and obstacles safely, with
consideration for themselves and others.
Demonstrate strength, balance and
coordination when playing.

Move energetically, such as running, jumping,
dandng, hopping, skipping and cimbing.

Hold a pencil effectively in preparation for
fluent writing- using the trigod grip in almost
all cases.

Use a range of small tooks, incleding scissars,
paint brushes and cutlery.

Begin to show accuracy and care when
drawing.

Expressive Arts and Deslgn Mathematics
Creating with Materials ANumber
#  Safely use and explore a »  Have a deep understanding of number

wariety of materials, teols and te 10, including the composition of each

technigues, experimenting with ruumiber.
colowr, design, texture, form - Subitise (recognise quantities without
and function. counting) up to 5.

- Share their creations, . Auromatically recall (withour reference
explaining the process they te rhymes, counting or other aids)
have used. number bonds up to 5 (including

. Make use of preps and subtraction facts) and some number
materials when role playing bends to 10, including double facts.
characters in narratives and Numerical Patterns

stories. . Verbally count beyond 20, recognising
the pattern of the counting system.

Compare quantities up to 10 in

Being Imaginative and Expressive

+  Invent, adapt and recount .
narratives and stories with
peers and their teacher.

different contexts, recognising when one
quanrity is greater than, less than or the
+  Sing a range of well-known same as the ather quantity.
nursery rhymes and songs. . Explore and represent partems within
numbers up to 10, including evens and
odds, double facts and how quantities

can be distrisuted equally.

#»  Perform songs, rhymes, poems
and stories with athers, and —
when appropriate — try to
mowve in time with music.

Literacy

Comprehension

Demonstrate understanding of what has been
read to them by retelling stories and narratives
using their own words and recently introduced
wocabulary.

Anticipate — where appropriate — key events in
stories.

Use and understand recently introduced
wecabulary during discussions about stories,
non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-
play.

Word Reading

Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet
and at least 10 digraphs.

Read words consistent with their phanic
knowledge by sound-blending.

Read aloud simple sentences and books that
are consistent with their phonic knowledge,
including some common exception words.

Writing

Write recognisable letters, most of which are
correctly formed.

Spell words by identifying sounds in them and
representing the sounds with a letter or letters.
Write simple phrases and sentences that can
be read by others.




